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An Invisible Thread tells of the life-long friendship between a busy sales executive and a
disadvantaged young boy, and how both of their lives were changed by what began as one small
gesture of kindness.Stopping was never part of the plan... She was a successful ad sales rep in
Manhattan. He was a homeless, eleven-year-old panhandler on the street. He asked for spare
change; she kept walking. But then something stopped her in her tracks, and she went back. And
she continued to go back, again and again. They met up nearly every week for years and built an
unexpected, life-changing friendship that has today spanned almost three decades. Whatever
made me notice him on that street corner so many years ago is clearly something that cannot be
extinguished, no matter how relentless the forces aligned against it. Some may call it spirit. Some
may call it heart. It drew me to him, as if we were bound by some invisible, unbreakable thread. And
whatever it is, it binds us still.
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I was very torn throughout the reading of this book. Once I finished reading I turned to the user
reviews on to see what others thought. I found myself agreeing with both the positive and negative
reviews which made me sit back and think long and hard about things.What drew me to the book
was not just the story, but the fact that the first editorial review stated that there was a "lack of
excess sentimentality" As far as my tastes go, I don't like gratuitous sentimentality so that simple
statement was a ringing endorsement. But the book IS sentimental, sometimes overly so, and, as
other less favorable reviews have pointed out, there is a self congratulatory undercurrent at times.

There were points in my reading of An Invisible Thread that I would have hurled the book across the
room in frustration. The fact that I was reading on the kindle app for my android phone was probably
the main reason for my restraint. The author was often the hero in her stories and I found myself
wondering how much of a role revisionist history played in her retelling of her childhood and even
certain scenes with Maurice. Or maybe not. There are already too many spoilers here in these user
reviews so I am not going to give anything away, but suffice it to say that when Laura met Michael I
was so angry I wasn't sure I would finish the book. Sure, she talked about her struggles with her
decisions but I think I didn't always believe her. There we a few other instances of cowardice in the
book that made me cringe but then I had to ask myself whether I would be any less cowardly in
some of these emotionally difficult situations. Unfortunately, the answer is probably, NO. Edit* I
should note, that along with what I am calling cowardice, Laura also showed incredible bravery
and/or courage.
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