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When Marty Preston comes across a young beagle in the hills behind his home, it's love at first
sightÃ‚&#139;and also big trouble. It turns out the dog, which Marty names Shiloh belongs to Judd
Travers who drinks too much and has a gunÃ‚&#139;and abuses his dogs. So when Shiloh runs
away from Judd to Marty, Marty just has to hide him and protect him from Judd. But Marty's secret
becomes too big for him to keep to himself, and it exposes his entire family to Judd's anger. How far
will Marty have to go to make Shiloh his? --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of
this title.
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What a wonderful book! I read it after my 11-year old son suggested it as a change from my usual
reading fare of history and biography. It turned out to be much more than just a summertime reading
diversion...it became for me a deeply moving reading experience in its own right. I was quickly
captivated by Marty and his family, Shiloh, the beagle, and yes, even the despicable Judd
Travers.The story is straightforward: Marty Preston is an eleven-year old boy living with his parents
and two younger sisters in rural West Virginia. It is a close-knit, loving family with traditional values
and a clearly defined set of rules to live by. His father is a mail carrier and his mother a
homemaker.One Sunday afternoon, as Marty is walking along a backwoods road, he spies a young
beagle hiding under a bush. He calls to it, but the dog doesn't respond. When Marty walks away, the
dog follows him. Marty tries to get the dog to come to him several times, but the animal, which has

obviously been abused, cowers miserably. Finally, the dog happily comes to Marty when the boy
whistles at him. Marty immediately falls in love with the dog, whom he names Shiloh. The little
beagle responds with trust and affection. The boy quickly figures out that Shiloh belongs to Judd
Travers, a local ne'er-do-well, and a man with an unsavory reputation for dishonesty, a hot temper,
and animal abuse. Marty wants to keep Shiloh, to protect him from Judd. However, his parents insist
he return the dog to its rightful owner, which Marty begrudgingly does.Shiloh runs away from Judd a
second time and finds his way back to Marty's house. This time, Marty vows to keep him.
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