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Shiva, 'the destroyer' among the Hindu trinity (of gods), is depicted in many contradictory manners.
He is an ascetic who wears animal skin, his body smeared with ashes. Contradictory to his wild
nature, he is also depicted as having a family, with a beautiful wife and two children. There are
many more such varied representations of Shiva, the most prominent of these being the Linga and
the Nataraja. The author, Devdutt Pattanaik, introduces the readers to these varied aspects and
representations, and then sets about interpreting them. He explains the different anomalies and
conflicts in beliefs, things that might puzzle people who are not familiar with Hindu culture and
religious symbolism. The author has taken up seven aspects of Shiva worship from Hinduism, which
are nothing but seven different forms of Shiva worship. Shiva is worshipped in many forms, as the
Lingeshwara, Kala Bhairava, Sundareshwara, Shankara, and Nataraja, and the author goes into
each form and analyzes what it represents. He also discusses Shivas two sons, Ganesha and
Karthikeya. He goes into the symbolism behind these forms and provides his interpretation. This
book serves as a nice introduction to Shaivite concepts and explains many stories, both known and
unknown, the symbolism, and rituals and the reasons behind Hindu worship.
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Shiva is a God that has truly transcended time and space. He is Mahadeva - greatest of Gods. His
legends exist and have survived since eons ago. This book is a treat for all who find mythologies
and ancient legends fascinating. In the must-read introduction, the author Devdutt explains his
approach. A reconcilliation between East and West. He mentions how Western scholars look at

Hindu mythology through the lens of western thought and philosophy, often referring to Western
stream of understanding and analysis. And Indians are shy of the explicit exploits of their Gods, a
result of Victorian colonial propriety. In this book Devdutt explores the myth through research of
Vedas, Puranas, legends and temples. He goes to the basic philosophy of Hinduism to explain and
interpret the mythology in its more accurate meaning.For example, there are many Gods in Hindu
mythology and many demons and a heaven and hell, but there is no equivalent of Satan. Lord Shiva
is an ascetic and he also is a householder. He is worshiped in these 2 forms as well as a host of
other forms - angry Rudra, united Ardhanareshwara, simpleton Bholenath, vengeful Kaal Bhairava,
etc. So not only do we have more than one God, the God's themselves have myriad versions and
avatars.Shiva is eternal with no beginning and no end, he is infinite, no before no after, he grants
boons and blessings to all who worship him. So even demons pray to him for benefiting from his
benevolence. This is a unique thought process of a God who differentiates between no one and
nothing. He has angry form, he has a compassionate form, he is a lover and husband, he is a father
too, and he is formless divine. He can revive the dead, he can take away all fear of death. He
provides for all his devotees and protects them from predation.
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